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12¢ Asia-Oceania Regional Congress of Don Bosco Past Pupils
GOODNIGHT - June 25,2021

Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaga, SDB

Superior of the UPS Viceprovince, Rome

(Former General Councilor for the South Asia Region, 2008-2020)

I am happy for this opportunity to speak to you, thanks to Fr. Klement, my friend and

companion.

Some General Thoughts on Don Bosco Past Pupils



First, the Don Bosco past pupil is not just the member of any association or a club. His is a
‘vocation’. It is a call from God to live for a particular purpose. That is why He, through Our
Lady, brought this young person in to the house of Don Bosco. Unless we have the feeling

that this is a command for me from God, we will always remain superficial past pupils!

Secondly, Don Bosco Past Pupils are the real success indicators of the Salesian Institutions.
We cannot judge the fruits of our service from the lives of our present pupils. Education is not
meant for the school, but for the society. So, you are the stories of our success or of our failure!

Your success is our real satisfaction.

We have three circles of past pupils. At the outermost circle there are those who just remember
that they studied in Don Bosco schools, nothing more. There is then an inner circle: the past
pupils who nourish a love for Don Bosco and their teachers but stop there. There is then the
innermost group: those who, as result of the education received, commit themselves in word
and action to the values of Don Bosco. These are our real past pupils, and they are not such a

big number. [ hope that the participants of this Congress belong to this core group.

Recently, when I was Regional Councilor for South Asia, I had the joy of receiving a few past
pupils. They told me that they are so grateful for the Salesian Formation that they wanted to
give back something to the poor. These happened to be former aspirants to Salesian life! I
have formed them into a special association called AFSAN (Association of Former Salesians,
Aspirants and Novices), within the general movement of past pupils. This group is growing

in India, now. All past pupils should be somewhat committed like them.

Sharing about Past Pupils in India

I speak mostly of India, because the movement is not strong in other smaller countries in
South Asia.

Small Units, but Enthusiastic: In my visits I always had a meeting with the past pupils,
precisely because of their importance in the Salesian Family. The units are generally small but
has very enthusiastic members. They have several initiatives to help the poorer students,
conduct evening schools for them, establish scholarships, organize summer camps and special

events at Christmas, etc.



Social Influence: Many of our past pupils in influential positions assist us indirectly in our

work, in running schools, in solving institutional problems, etc., in situations where we need

help. There are more than 420 Don Bosco institutions and schools in India due to which Don

Bosco is a well-known name, like that of the Jesuits. Through them we realize that we are a

significant force in the society. Several of our past pupils are in high positions in the Church

as priests and bishops, apart from being part of lay apostolic groups. They are the base of the

vocational fecundity in Salesian India.

Some Challenges

As everywhere we face some challenges

1.

Over-dependence of the movement on the Salesians and the local delegate. We
would like the past pupils to be an independent movement, not depending on the
abilities and involvement of the local delegate. After all, the delegate is only a
delegate, not the leader of the past pupils.

The involvement of the units in active apostolate is proportionately very little. Some
marginal activities, not real participation they are capable of.

Several of them still come back to claim more privileges in Salesian institutions,
rather than contribute to it from their own resources.

Rivalries, infight, and competition for leadership among them becomes a serious
problem. For some the Association is a platform for their own social status and for
influence, than of service.

Their activities are centered around our institutions. We would like them to take
Don Bosco outside our institutions into the Government, society, culture, media,
etc. and not be satisfied by some involvement in what the Salesians are already
doing. We need our past pupils where the Salesian cannot be present.

We need more commitment to God and to Spirituality from among our past pupils,
while being committed to human causes. After all, holiness is the real purpose for
which Don Bosco started all his institutions. Our spirituality is the foundation for
our social work.

Financially, even if they are well off, they do not think of helping the Salesians.

Commitment at this level would indicate a real participation.

A final Thought



I conclude by recalling the first thing I said: Yours is a call to lead a holy or a great life: Don
Bosco wanted his children to live in view of the permanent goals of life. Whatever that is called,
according to various religions, we must remember that we are only passing through this rented

house called earth, but that our permanent home is still to be reached.

Good night!



