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Message of World Delegate to DB Past Pupils
Bro. Dominic Nguyen Duc Nam, SDB

DBPP ASIA OCEANIA 12" REGIONAL CONGRESS 2021

The Father’s Heart

I am so glad to participate in this Congress of Past Pupils of Don Bosco in our
region. There are many reasons for us to celebrate in this occasion. This year is very
special for all Past Pupils of Don Bosco since they are celebrating the 150%™
Anniversary of the Foundation of the Association. This event coincides with the
150" Anniversary of the proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal
Church. I would like to reflect on these two figures: Saint Joseph and Saint John

Bosco, they have something in common.

In fact, on the 8" of December 2020, Pope Francis published his Apostolic
Letter Patris Corde. The Pope describes beautifully the Father’s Heart and,
according to him, it is with that Heart Joseph showed his love to Jesus. All of the
four Gospels spoke about Jesus as the son of Joseph.

Joseph saw Jesus grew up daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and human
tavour” (Lk 2:52). He taught Jesus to walk, taking him by the hand, bending down
to him and feeding him. In his role as the head of a family, Joseph taught Jesus to
be obedient to the parents and to do the will of the Father: “My food is to do the
will of him who sent me and to finish his work™ (Jn 4:34).



Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. From
him, Jesus learned the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread
that is the fruit of one’s own labour. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the
earthly figure of the Heavenly Father.

“Like father, like son”, Jesus’ heart was formed with Joseph’s heart, the heart that
loved us during his life on earth, that poured forth its blood to the last drop on
Calvary, his flesh heart showed God’s infinite love: “Take my yoke upon you, and

learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you shall find rest unto your
souls” (Mt 11:29)

Jesus’ tender love showed the merciful father in the parable of the Prodigal son (Lk
15:11-32); Jesus did not condemn the prostitute (Jn 8:1-11); the Good Samaritan (Lk
10:25-37)... Are we ready to put ourselves in the shoes of our neighbors?

In a synthetic way, Pope Francis has summarized the image of Saint Joseph in
seven words:

- A beloved father

- A tender and loving father

- An obedient father

- An accepting father

- A creatively courageous father

- A working father

- A father in the shadows

As Don Bosco’s sons, we can identify these qualities with Don Bosco! We usually
say that Don Bosco’s heart is as large as the sands of the seashore... In Turin city,
the heart of DB was melted when he saw many boys flooding to the city to look for
jobs and many of these healthy youth ended up in prisons... He asked himself,
“What can I do for these youngsters?” He got very soon a precious lesson: “If there
is someone loves them, takes care of them, teaches them a craft... they would not
end up in jail.”

But who is that “someone”? The life of Don Bosco was changed with that
questioning vision! He listened to the inner call of the Holy Spirit; he accepted
unconditionally to dedicate himself totally to his poor boys instead of working for
Countess Borolo. He had a creative courage to go forward with his mission,
working very hard for the salvation of souls and he became the father to all of his



boys. His love for the poor youth was immense... his heart was entirely given to
the young. It means that everything that was his, intelligence, heart and will,
physical strength, his whole being was directed towards what was the best for
them, fostering the development of their full potential, including their eternal

salvation.

Don Bosco is indeed a true father for his young and his fatherliness is more than
triendship. It is an affectionate and powerful expression of commitment that offers
significant guidance and inspiration for discipline and engagement. This
fatherliness is love and authority: "Knowing how to speak to the heart ". I believe
that each boy who lives in any Salesian setting could feel these words with which
Don Bosco asked Magone: “Dear Magone, I’d like you to do me a favour, ... just

let me look into your heart for a moment”.

It is very touching to hear these words that Don Bosco addressed to his past-pupils:
“I can see that many of you are already balding, with grey hairs and forehead lined
with wrinkles. You are no longer the boys I loved so much; however I feel that now

I'love you even more than before.”

Past pupils are Don Bosco’s sons who carry on not only the education they received,
but also the loving heart of the father, the heart that loved the young so much; the
heart with the passion for the souls of the young: “Da mihi animas”.

I am convinced that all Don Bosco Past Pupils have a piece of Don Bosco’s heart
in themselves. I would like to invite each and every one of you to make this father’s
heart alive in yours; be active and be creative; be courage to go out of your comfort
zone to look for and to encounter the young people around you. I believe that there
are many youngsters who are in need of the “loving kindness” of the father’s heart.
Sometimes it causes you some trouble, requires you to go out of your way, your
personal concerns to dedicate ourselves to the concerns of others or demands some
sacrifices like the good Samaritan in the Gospel. Do you have the willingness to
sacrifice something for the sake of the young? Can we lose something of ourselves
tfor them? We can not wait until we settle down everything in life before we decide
to help others!!l No, Don Bosco teaches us to act right now, in the presence! Let
each of us asks himself: “What can I do NOW?” If we gather all the little things
which each one wants to do, that will make a big change.

My dear past pupils, that is the best way to say: “I love Don Bosco”.



